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The political climate in Guatemala has been dramatically altered in the aftermath of charges made
last month by US Rep. Robert Torricelli (D-NJ) that a Guatemalan army officer on the payroll of
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) was involved in two highly controversial assassinations (see
NotiSur, 03/31/95). The officer, Col. Julio Roberto Alpirez, has denied that he had a hand in the
torture-murder of US citizen Michael DeVine in 1990, or in the 1992 killing of Efrain Bamaca, a
Guatemalan guerrilla leader married to a US citizen. Torricelli's explosive allegations have touched
off a scandal in Washington that has forced investigations, not only of the CIA, but also of the
various branches of the armed forces, the National Security Agency, the Justice Department, and the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.
President Bill Clinton also ordered an investigation of the deaths of other US citizens in Guatemala,
including journalists Nicholas Blake and Griffith Davis who were killed in 1985. The scandal has
raised questions about how close the ties were or are between the CIA and the Guatemalan military
organizations that have been blamed for large-scale human rights abuses against Guatemalan
civilians during the country's three decades of civil conflict. And it has also renewed questions about
CIA funding, which was supposedly cut off during the Bush administration. Although Secretary
of State Warren Christopher said on April 2 that he was "satisfied there's no money going down
there now," State Department officials quickly corrected his remarks, indicating that an unspecified
amount of CIA money is still flowing to informants in the Guatemalan military.
However, it remains unclear whether CIA money is going to such infamous units as military
intelligence (G-2), where Col. Alpirez worked, or to the records section (Archivo) of the general
staff. Reputedly, both were responsible for human rights violations, although the Archivo is, at least
officially, no longer in operation. Acting CIA Director Admiral William Studemean denies that the
CIA was involved in the two murders but acknowledges it received information after the murders
were committed that Alpirez may have been present during the interrogations of DeVine and
Bamaca at military installations. CIA defenders in Washington generally argue that the CIA only
carries out information-gathering in Guatemala, and has no direct involvement in unsavory actions
attributed to the military. In contrast, Guatemalan public opinion tends to accept as obvious a
connection indeed a long-standing one between the Guatemalan army and the CIA that has existed
since the CIA- directed overthrow in 1954 of then president Jacobo Arbenz. Despite President
Ramiro de Leon Carpio's assertion on April 6 that it was "inconceivable" that an army officer would
accept CIA money, high-ranking officers have confirmed to journalists that the CIA has worked
closely with agencies such as G-2 and the Archivo. One such confirmation came directly from Col.
Alpirez in a recent interview with journalist Allan Nairn. Alpirez told Nairn that he never received
any CIA money. However, said Nairn, "He discussed at length how the [Central Intelligence] agency
advises and helps run the G-2."
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In another example, the New York Times reported on April 10 that former defense minister Hector
Gramajo said he worked with the CIA station chief in the 1980s to have CIA money channeled to the
more blatantly corrupt "hard-liners" in the military. The purpose of the operation, said Gramajo,
was to win the "hard-line" faction over to the "modernizing" faction, which was working to give the
military a better international image. For President de Leon Carpio, the CIA scandal complicates a
political situation already fraught with problems so much so that rumors of a coup were reported
in the capital city while he was in El Salvador attending the XVI Central American Summit. His
sudden, unannounced departure from the summit on March 30 added to the coup rumors.
The investigations underway in the US and Guatemala have only compounded the political
pressures on De Leon's administration. A number of deputies want the Congress to question
Defense Minister Gen. Mario Enriquez on the extent of CIA penetration of the military and to look
into possible CIA links with Guatemalan journalists and business people. The Torricelli allegations
have also thrown the army into turmoil and created discord in the ranks. According to political
scientist Gabriel Aguilera, "Soldiers who had been taught that the United States is no friend of the
military because it cut off aid in the late 1970s are angry to discover their bosses allegedly were
receiving CIA payoffs."
The allegations also have affected the peace process. Negotiations between the Guatemalan
government and the guerrilla umbrella organization Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca
(URNG) may now become snagged on the definition of the role of the military in the final version of
the peace agreement, according to sources close to the negotiations. The future role of the military
in the country is one of the agenda points still pending discussion in the negotiations. It now
appears that the UN-brokered peace accord may not be completed before August as hoped. UN
Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali said on a visit to Guatemala that the Torricelli allegations
were "among the obstacles" facing the negotiations. Some observers do not expect the final peace
settlement to come during the present administration.
With the presidential election campaign about to begin in May, said one diplomat close to the
talks, the accord will have to be finished under the next administration after the fall election.
Meanwhile, the CIA question has revived the issue of the "disappeared" persons believed killed by
the military in the civil war. President de Leon Carpio is under renewed pressure from the support
group for family members of missing people Grupo de Apoyo Mutuo (GAM) to investigate 40,000
disappearance cases from the early 1980s to find out if the CIA was involved. The group also wants
to know if incriminating evidence against the military was stored in the building that blew up just
after the Torricelli charges were made public. The explosion and fire took place on air force property
where Alpirez is second in command. Commenting on the rapidly changing political situation and
the possibility of imminent perhaps uncontrollable changes former foreign relations vice minister
Jose Luis Chea said, "It is obvious that there are many destabilizing elements in the country. What
is behind this is a struggle for power." (Sources: Reuter, 04/02/95, 04/03/95; Notimex, 04/04/95;
Associated Press, 03/31/95, 04/03/95, 04/04/95, 04/05/95; New York Times, 04/10/95; Washington Post,
04/12/95; The Nation, 04/17/95)
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